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100th Anniversary Celebration Begins . . .  

GSUSA Launches My Promise, My Faith Pin at National Convention 
 

With a theme of ñRenewing the Promise: Girl Scouts in a New Century,ò Girl Scouts of the 
U.S.A. held their 52nd Convention in Houston, TX, during November.  As the organization  
inaugurated the year of celebration for their 100th anniversary, one of the actions taken was 
the launch of the My Promise, My Faith (MPMF) pin.  Over 400 council representatives and 
leaders attended the MPMF premiere. 

Gladys Padr·-Soler, GSUSAôs Director of 
Inclusive Membership Strategies, who 
spearheaded the My Promise, My Faith 
project, introduced the speakers for the 
event. 

 

             The Girl Scout presenters included Chief   
             Operating Officer Jan Verhage, Vice Presi-  
 dent for Program Development Eileen 
 Doyle, and Girl Scouts of Western  

 Ohio CEO  Barbara Bonifas.  They                  
 shared that GSUSA is being very  
 intentional about encouraging girls  
 to grow in faith by pointing them to  
 the faith community. 
 

Also in attendance were guests from several faith-
based organizations: Hattie Saulsberry, African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME); Vikki Shepp, National 
Catholic Committee on Girl Scouts and Camp Fire; 
Kathy Carver, National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry; Adele Wasko, National Jewish 
Committee on Girl Scouting, Inc.; and Mark Hazle-
wood, Programs of Religious Activities with Youth 
(P.R.A.Y.). 
 
Following the presentations, the faith organization 
guests led mini sessions to discuss My Promise, 

My Faith as it relates to their faith group.  
 

 P.R.A.Y. Chief Executive Officer Mark  
 Hazlewood was excited to see so many  
 Girl Scout councils seeking resources to  
 help strengthen their partnerships with 
 religious organizations. He said, ñP.R.A.Y. 

welcomes this new emphasis by GSUSA on the 
faith community.ò 

My Promise, My Faith Pin Connects 
Girl Scouting and Faith 

 
With the introduction of the My Promise, My Faith 
(MPMF) pin, GSUSA has provided a  resource to 
help girls strengthen the connection between their 
faith and the Girl Scout experience. Girls pursuing 
MPMF will examine the Girl Scout Law and tie it to 
their faith. The specific requirements for this award 
are listed in The Girlôs Guide to Girl Scouting 
(click here).   
 
Although Girl Scouts is a secular organization, the 
Girl Scout Promise and Law are in alignment with 
many faith organizationsô teachings. The MPMF 
pin and the Girl Scout experience provide girls an 
opportunity to strengthen their faith journey as they 
develop leadership skills. Girl Scouts recognize 
that religious instruction comes from the home and 
oneôs faith community. GSUSA hopes to engage in 
conversations and strengthen relationships with 
religious organizations through this program. 
 
GSUSA points out that the My Promise, My Faith 
pin complements existing Religious Recogni-
tions (click here).  Girls are instructed to ñfind out if 
your faith community offers a recognition program 
for Girl Scouts.ò The Religious Recognitions are 
created by the faith communities to help girls grow 
in faith. Girls may earn both the MPMF and Reli-
gious Recognition and wear them on the front of 
the Girl Scout uniform.  (Click here for a chart 

comparing MPMF and Religious Recognitions.) 

Padr·-Soler 

Bonifas 

Hazlewood 

Doyle 

Verhage 

For a listing of all available religious recognitions and a downloadable color 

chart, go to: www.praypub.org and click on òRecognitions / Emblems.ó   

http://www.praypub.org/pdf_docs/MPMFannouncement_rev.pdf
http://www.praypub.org/recognitions/girlscout.htm
http://www.praypub.org/recognitions/girlscout.htm
http://www.praypub.org/recognitions/girlscout.htm
http://www.praypub.org/partnerships/MPMFvsRelRecChart.htm
http://www.praypub.org/


Page  2 Winter 2011  

ñCongratulationsò to This Yearôs   

Four-Star Recipients! 
 

Becoming a Four-Star recipient in the P.R.A.Y. 

Program of Religious Emblems is quite an     

accomplishment.  To qualify, a person must 

complete (at the appropriate grade level) every 

program of the P.R.A.Y. Series from God and 

Me through God and Life.  It is our pleasure to 

recognize 2011 Four-Star Award recipients: 

 Carolina Peaks to Piedmont GS Farah Young 

 Carolina Peaks to Piedmont GS Emily Fender 

 Carolina Peaks to Piedmont GS Meredith Hovis 

 Carolina Peaks to Piedmont GS Haley Brinkley 

 Carolina Peaks to Piedmont GS Madison Treadway 

 Carolina Peaks to Piedmont GS Matteson Teffeteller 

 Central Texas Girl Scouts Virginia Gebert 

 Dakota Horizons Girl Scouts Felicia DeHaan 

 Eastern Missouri Girl Scouts Jacquelyn Ballard 

 Heart of Pennsylvania Girl Scout Amanda Rowe 

 Heart of Pennsylvania Girl Scout Meghan Maccarone 

 Heart of the South Girl Scouts Emily Coggins 

 Louisiana Pines to the Gulf GS Ashley Wright 

 Minn. & Wis. River Valleys GS Mara Reed 

 Missouri Heartland Girl Scouts Rachael Gruenwald 

 North Carolina Coastal Pines GS Emily Benson 

 North Carolina Coastal Pines GS Ashley  Scarborough 

 North Central Alabama GS Ashlyn  Perry 

 North East Ohio Girl Scouts Shelby Stevens 

 North East Ohio Girl Scouts Miya Timura 

 North East Ohio Girl Scouts Mika Timura 

 North East Ohio Girl Scouts Carrie Domer 

 North East Ohio Girl Scouts Melissa Rerko 

 Northeast Texas Girl Scouts Jamie Taberna 

 Northeast Texas Girl Scouts Sarah Lozano 

 NYPENN Pathways Girl Scouts Mikaelan Stuligross 

 Ohio's Heartland Council GS Grace Coffman 

 Ohio's Heartland Council GS Jenni Dodson 

 San Diego Imperial GSC Jennifer Thurman 

 San Jacinto Girl Scout Council Ashley Burditt 

 San Jacinto Girl Scout Council Megan Strain 

 Spirit of Nebraska Girl Scouts Breanna Burklund 

 Western Pennsylvania GS Alyssa Shrump 

 Wisconsin-Badgerland Girl Scouts Cheryl Dorn 

 

 

Plan Now to Attend... 

Faith Based Initiative (F.B.I.) Training 
Set for November, 2012  

 

P.R.A.Y. has announced a workshop for Girl Scout 
council professional staff on ñGrowing Council 
Membership through Faith-Based Organizations.ò 
The  conference will be held November 12-14, 2012, in 
St. Louis, MO. Some topics to be covered in the three-
day experience are: 
ǆ Understanding how Religious Recognitions programs  
 reinforce Girl Scout values and serve as a useful 
 membership tool. 
ǆ Collaborating with the faith community for mutual  
 benefit. 
ǆ Building successful partnerships. 
ǆ Working with religious organizations to reach under- 
 served areas and initiative targets. 
ǆ Drafting a plan of work (specific for your council) to 
 collaborate with religious institutions and to promote  
 religious awards. 

 
The following Girl Scout councils participated in the 
2011 FBI Workshop: 

 ǐ Girl Scouts of Texas Oklahoma Plains 
 ǐ Girl Scouts ï Diamonds of Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas 
 ǐ Girl Scouts of North East Ohio 
 ǐ Caribe Girl Scout Council 
 ǐ Girl Scout Council of Colonial Coast 
 ǐ Girl Scouts Western Pennsylvania 
 
Here is what participants in the 2011 FBC Workshop 
had to say about their experience: 
 Ǒ ñA great opportunity to share and network with other  
  councils.ò 
 Ǒ ñThis piece is vital! Thank you so much for this. The  
  guest speakers brought an added dimension and  
  depth to our learning that was invaluable.ò 
 Ǒ ñFor me this has been a wonderful experience. This  
  program will enhance our membership and also grow  
  our spiritual and religious community.ò 
 Ǒ ñNot only did you help me be able to articulate why,  
  but you provided inspiration, encouragement, and  
  motivation to move the program with our council  
  leadership, staff, volunteers, and our religious friends  
  (soon to be partners). 
 Ǒ ñThis site fed our hearts, minds, souls and stomachs!  
  Thank you for sharing this beautiful setting. 
 

Now is the time to consider becoming involved in this  
strategic training event.  What better way is there to  
celebrate Girl Scoutingôs 100th anniversary year than to 
help prepare for a second successful century of service 
through Girl Scouting?!  For more details or to preregis-
ter for the Faith Based Initiative Training, contact Mark  
Hazlewood by clicking here or emailing him at: 
markp@praypub.org. 

 

 

 
 

PRAY Newsletter  
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800-933-PRAY (7729)   314-845-3318   Fax: 314-845-0038  
 

  R. Chip Turner, Editor [rchipturner@praypub.org] 

 

mailto:markp@praypub.org
mailto:markp@praypub.org
http://www.praypub.org/
mailto:rchipturner@praypub.org
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Adults Receive Religious Recognitions 

 

P.R.A.Y. administers several faith-based recognitions 

for adults.  It is our pleasure to acknowledge recent 

recipients:  
 Commonwealth GSC St. George Award (Episcopal) Brenda Cocker

 Greater Chicago & NW IN  Lamb Award (Lutheran) Cathy Louthen 

 Middle Tennessee GSC  Celtic Cross (Presbyterian)  Gloria Bond 

 MN & WI River Valleys  St. George Award (Episcopal)  Tamara Walker 

 Nation's Capital GSC God & Service (Presbyterian)  Melanie Mason 

 Nation's Capital GSC Servant of Youth (Lutheran)  Johleen Cannon 

 Nation's Capital GSC Servant of Youth (Lutheran)  Susan Drumm 

 NC Coastal Pines GS God & Service (United Meth.)  Janet Holley 

 NC Coastal Pines GS God & Service (United Meth.)  Jackie Horton  

 North East Ohio GS Good Shepherd (Baptist)  Kimberley Stevens 

 Northern New Jersey GS Prophet Elias Award (Orthodox)  Janet Hilaris  

 Northern New Jersey GS Prophet Elias Award (Orthodox)  Helen Kamilaris  

 Northern New Jersey GS Prophet Elias Award (Orthodox)  Joanne Lallos  

 Northern New Jersey GS Prophet Elias Award (Orthodox)  Christalla Papas  

 Western Ohio Girl Scouts St. George Award (Episcopal)  Karen Gustafson

P.R.A.Y. Exhibits at GSUSA Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P.R.A.Y. had a booth in the Exhibit Hall at the National 
Girl Scout Convention in Houston which was attended by 
Mark and Deb Hazlewood. Information on the P.R.A.Y. 
program (used by Christian Protestant Girl Scouts) as 
well as interfaith resources was distributed to leaders and 
girls. Here are some of the resources that were made 
available at the convention and which you may review by 
simply clicking on the name: 

 ö To Serve God Brochure   

 ö  P.R.A.Y. Award Brochure   
 ö  My Promise, My Faith Description  

Guests who stopped by the P.R.A.Y. exhibit also received 
a ñpiece of the puzzle.ò For more information or to collect 
another piece of the To Serve God Promotion Puzzle 
Patch, click here.  

Need P.R.A.Y. Program Books FAST?  

 

WHOSE NEEDS  
ARE THESE? 

 

Ǔ Reaching Underserved Populations 

   Ǔ Membership Growth 

      Ǔ Membership Retention 

         ǓProgram 

            Ǔ Money 

               Ǔ Trained Volunteers 

 

Answer:  
 

Girl Scouts AND Faith Communities 
 

Girl Scouts and Faith-Based Organizations 

SHARE COMMON GOALS 
 

Girl Scouts and Faith-Based Organizations 

NEED EACH OTHER 
 

Girl Scouts and Faith-Based Organizations 

CAN HELP EACH OTHER GROW! 
 

Plan now to attend P.R.A.Y.õs FBI  

(Faith Based Initiative) Training in 

November, 2012 (see page 2 for details). 
  

 

They are just  a òclickó away! 

 

 

http://www.praypub.org/recognitions/girlscout.htm
http://www.praypub.org/god_country/PRAY_brochure.htm
http://www.praypub.org/pdf_docs/MPMFannouncement_rev.pdf
http://www.praypub.org/toservegod.htm
http://www.praypub.org/store
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My Promise, My Faith and Religious Recognitions 

HOW DO THEY RELATE? 
 
Many leaders have wondered what connection there is 
between the My Promise, My Faith pin and the already 
existing Religious Recognitions. And, they have been 
relieved to find out that My Promise, My Faith does NOT 
replace Religious Recognitions. Girls are encouraged 

to earn both.   

 ã Created by GSUSA ã Created by the faith communities 
 
 ã Helps girls connect their faith ã Help girls grow in their faith

  with Girl Scouting 
 
 ã May be earned within a troop ã Earned with others of the same 
  setting  faith 
 
 ã Activities are based  on the ã Lessons are based on religious 
  Girl Scout Law  beliefs and tenets  
       
 ã Requirements are in The Girlôs ã Requirements differ for each 
  Guide to Girl Scouting  religion and are available from 
    national religious organizations / 
    committees  
 
 ã Worn on front of the uniform ã Worn on front of the uniform 
  
The P.R.A.Y. website includes a short video and handout 
on presenting information on these awards.  Click here to 
access a variety of promotional and support materials.  

My Promise, My Faith Religious Recognitions 

RELIGIOUS RECOGNITION UPDATES 
 

The To Serve God 

chart which lists the 

Religious Recogni-

tions by various faith 

groups has been up-

dated and is currently 

online. To access an 

electronic copy of the 

chart which may be 

downloaded and 

printed, click here. 

 
Among the updates to the chart are: 
 

1. Anglican Church in North America ï new 

pin and adult award  

2. Bahaôi - new website: www.bahai.us/

community-life 

3. Christian Science - new website: http://

christianscience.com/youth 

4. Churches of Christ - new award: Giving 

Servant 

5. Jewish - new email: njcgs.comm@gmail.com 

6. Nazarene ï new pin and adult award 

7. Unity Worldwide Ministries (new name) -  

website: www.unity.org/emblem 

News from the Girl Scouts of  the USA  

Anna Maria Ch§vez Becomes CEO 

 
Girl Scouts of the USA celebrated 100 years of  history and 

welcomed its new chief executive officer, Anna Maria Ch§-

vez, at its National Council Session / 52nd Convention in 

Houston from November 10-13.  Ch§vez previously served 

as CEO of Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas. 

 

"Girl Scouts is the premier leadership organization for girls  

with a trailblazing legacy that stretches nearly 100 years," said Ch§vez.   

"The country has never needed Girl Scouts more than it does today. 

What girls are accomplishing in Girl Scouting is inspiring. I have seen it 

firsthand in Texas, and I intend to tell that story far and wide. I'm eager 

to work with our partners across the country as the organization em-

barks on a new century of empowering girls to take the lead in their own 

lives and make a difference in their communities and across the world." 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Response to Social Issues 
 
GSUSA recently posted Frequently Asked Questions to some social 
issues. These FAQôs were helpful in strengthening relationships with 
some faith partners. You may view answers to these FAQôs at:  
http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/mpmf/faqs.asp. 

 Anna Marie Chávez 

100th Anniversary Take Action Project 

 
Girl Scouts Forever Green (GSFG), Girl Scoutsô 100th 

Anniversary Take Action Project, is a national effort of girls 

leading their families, schools, and communities in improv-

ing the environment and protecting natural resources. 

GSFG invites girls to Take Action on three month-long 

projects occurring in February, March, and April: Reduce 

Waste, Earth Hour, and Rain Gardens. Participants are 
also   encouraged to take an online pledge stating their 

yearlong commitment to GSFG efforts.   

 

 

 

Leadership Book Released   

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tough Cookies, Leadership Lessons 

from 100 Years of the Girl Scouts by the 

former GSUSA CEO Kathy Cloninger is the 

story of Girl Scouting's 100-year legacy of 

developing ethical, confident leaders, and 

about girls and young women who are   

already proving they can make their country 

and this world a better place.  All proceeds from the sale of 

the book go to Girl Scouts of the USA. 

 

http://www.praypub.org/partner_gsusa.htm
http://www.praypub.org/pdf_docs/toservegod.pdf
http://www.bahai.us/community-life
http://www.bahai.us/community-life
http://christianscience.com/youth
http://christianscience.com/youth
mailto:njcgs.comm@gmail.com
http://www.unity.org/emblem

