May 6, 2003

Rev. Kevin Schill

Christ United Methodist Church

400 Fifth Avenue S.W.

Rochester, MN  55902

Dear Rev. Schill,

On Saturday, November 15, 2003, from 9:00 to 3:15, Gamehaven Council, Boy Scouts of America, Rochester, will sponsor a Ten Commandments Hike. All Girl Scout, Cub Scout and Boy Scout youth in third grade and older will be invited to participate. 

What is a Ten Commandments Hike? It’s Scouts hiking from one house of worship to another in the downtown Rochester area. We will have ten different houses of worship involved, each hosting one of the ten commandment visits. Brad Kautz informed me today that Christ United Methodist Church would be willing to host one of the visits also. During each of these visits, the pastor, religious leader, or another speaker designated by that religious body, would have about fifteen minutes in which to introduce the Scouts to that faith, the worship area, and speak about one of the Ten Commandments. The Scouts would then move on to the next house of worship.

The Ten Commandments Hike will be an opportunity to introduce youth to a variety of faiths and houses of worship. The Hike is intended to be an interfaith and cross-cultural event with visits to Church of Christ, Episcopal, Greek Orthodox, Islamic, Jewish, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and Salvation Army houses of worship. As of this date, ten different faith groups have agreed to host one of the visits. From the Hike visits, Scouts should be able to gain greater understanding of the religions of fellow Scouts and greater tolerance of their religious beliefs.

During each visit we also plan to introduce the Scouts and the adult church leaders to the Religious Emblems Program of that faith.

We thank you and your congregation for being willing to host one of these Ten Commandments Hike visits and would like to talk with you about your participation and any questions you might have. I will contact you shortly to discuss this.

Sincerely,

Ellen MacGregor

